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Connections

Clover High School 1625 Highway 55 East, Clover, SC 29710-
(803) 810-8200

Mr. Langdale’s Office Phone (803) 810-8234

Ms. Wyatt’s Office Phone (803) 810-8989

Mr. Hall’s Office Phone (803) 810-8964

Mrs. Turner’s Office Phone (803) 810-8964

Director’s Email Rick Langdale - rick.langdale@clover.k12.sc.us
Associate Directors’ Email Courtney Wyatt - courtney.wyatt@clover.k12.sc.us

Ryan Hall - ryan.hall@clover.k12.sc.us

Anne Turner - anne.lewis@clover.k12.sc.us

CHS Band Website www.cloverbands.com

Clover District Website www.clover.k12.sc.us

South Carolina Band Link www.bandlink.org
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A Message from the Directors

Rick Langdale
Courtney Wyatt
Ryan Hall
Anne Lewis Turner

The Clover Band Program has a long tradition of excellence that dates back to 1949. This excellence has come
about through hard work, dedication, and a system of rules and expectations. What makes “band” such an invaluable
experience is the level of performance and personal accountability expected of each and every student in the
program. Each student is expected to give 100% both as an individual and team player, always striving to become the
best musician possible!

Because the strength of our ensembles is not determined by the top players, but by the depth of talent within the
program, all members play an integral role in the quest for superior musicianship. Clover Band members should be
serious about making music and should study privately on their instruments. By the time a student becomes a member
of the Wind Ensemble, he or she is performing college level music with the maturity and finesse of a college player.
Students also learn time management skills and cooperation with others. Therefore, band students leave Clover High
School with a greater ability to deal with the rigors of college and the challenges of adult life.

The success and quality of the Clover High Bands depends on the interest and cooperation of every band member and
parent. Please take this handbook seriously and read it carefully. It is intended to help you understand the
expectations that will be placed on you as a band member, to enable the directors to serve you with the finest music
education experience possible, and to attain the highest performing level possible to serve our community.

A Statement of Policy

To assist band members and parents in understanding areas of responsibility, a statement of band policy is herein set
forth. Becoming familiar with this policy will enable everyone to make the most of this great opportunity to be a
member of the Clover High School band program, becoming a better person and a better musician. We firmly believe
that the student should improve through regular practice. The HAPPIEST student is the one who is improving through
regular habits of practice and daily progress. He/she must not only know right from wrong but must be able to stand
for principles. He/she must develop a high sense of purpose toward which he/she is willing to work. RESPONSIBILITY
is the focus behind any level of achievement within this program. We intend to conduct ourselves in a manner that will
facilitate all students in learning and bettering themselves.

The Importance of Attitude

The greatest single factor that will determine the success of any individual or organization is attitude. The kind of
person that you are is an individual choice and how we feel about something, which involves attitude, is one of the few
actual independent choices that we have in life. It takes intense dedication to reach goals. Students should learn to
discipline themselves to daily practice on fundamentals. The “right attitude” must be present along with sincerity,
concentration, and dedication as the basic foundations. Such an attitude makes an artistic performance inevitable and is
the difference between a winning organization and a mediocre group. You who are in the Clover Band are a favored few.
The band can do much for you. Make the most of it in every rehearsal and performance.

The Importance of Discipline

Because of the nature of the organization, band discipline must be strict. Band students and parents must be willing to
accept the ideals, principles and rules of the organization. Because the band members are constantly on display, each
must always be aware of the importance of good behavior, making wise choices, and being ambassadors of our
program, school, and community. The student should always remember that he or she represents the organization,
school and community whenever he or she performs or appears publicly. ANY MISCONDUCT casts a direct reflection
on Clover High School/Clover High School Band and may well undo the good work of hundreds of loyal students.

Objectives of the Band Program

° To teach music by its actual performance

° To develop performance skills of the various wind and percussion instruments

° To provide for the musical needs of the school and the community

° To provide all students with the opportunity for worthy use of their time, a means for self-expression, and a healthy

social experience
To develop the ability to function as a responsible member of a group, enhance interaction, & develop Esprit de Corps
° To foster leadership skills within each student



Duties of a Band Member

 Be on time to all rehearsals and performances. “TO BE EARLY IS TO BE ON TIME - TO BE ON TIME IS TO BE LATE!”
« Upon entering the rehearsal setting, acquire your instrument and go directly to your seat/spot.

e When the director or staff member steps on the podium or asks for your attention, all talking should cease.
¢ Come to rehearsal with a GOOD ATTITUDE.

 There is no excess playing (i.e. horsing around on the instrument), Only good warm-up material.

» Make a real effort to improve daily and establish a good and effective practice routine.

¢ At the end of rehearsal, put all materials in their proper place.

e Maintain a strong academic standing in all course work.

* Become responsible for and assume responsibility for your own actions. Admit when you are wrong.

» Have a proper respect for yourself and those in authority.

* Read and play music with insight - have musical expectations

Students’ responsibility to the organization
As members of this organization, you have a great deal of responsibility. It is essential to any program that if certain
expectations are to be met that they coordinate with the privileges, rewards, and duties of the band program.

To Ourselves

YOU have the primary responsibility of developing your own abilities. The benefits of a good instrument and private
instruction can never be underestimated. What you put into it is what you will get out of it. The director is ALWAYS
available for your guidance and encouragement - just ask!

To the School

Clover School District provides us with the resources for rehearsals, performances, and some equipment. The Band
Booster Club also provides a support network, both financially and philosophically.

WE have the responsibility to provide the best possible services to our community.

To Music

Music has always been a part of our culture. We must take what we have and use it for the betterment of that culture.
No one expects virtuoso musicians, only your very best! The great composer Gustav Mahler once said that only 10% of a
piece of music is on the page. If that is the case, then we as musicians have the duty of creating and producing the other
90%. The joy of music is not in everything that is apparent. It must be discovered and created.

To Each Other

We must always do what is best for the WELFARE of the group. There can be no selfish acts solely for the benefit of the
individual, but for all. Respect each other. If there are conflicts, find a way to resolve them. Never insult another band
member’s integrity. The word “band” means that we are banded together and that there is no separation

Parents’ Responsibility to the Band

It is the responsibility of every parent and guardian to see that the policies outlined in the HANDBOOK are followed
and that the form in the back is signed and returned. This states that you UNDERSTAND the policies as set within, and
that any questions are to be directed to the band director by making an appointment. Each parent IS responsible for the
attendance of their child at all band functions. It is the responsibility of each parent to see that their child practices his /
her instrument daily. The hands of the directors are tied without the help of parents.

How Parents Can Help

When a “band question” arises, it is important that you get factual information before discussing it with others. We do
more harm to ourselves, the band family, when we talk about things that contain one or more “falsehoods” but consider
them facts. If questions arise, it is important to remember this axiom: If it is a performance issue or anything dealing
with the band proper, contact Mr. Langdale. If it is a fundraising question or anything dealing with parent issues, talk

with the booster club president.

Show an interest in the music study of your child.

Arrange a regular time for your child to practice and find a quiet place where he/she can practice without interruption.
Keep the instrument in good repair and keep at least three reeds in the case; get a metronome!

Be extra-careful with school-owned instruments. Repair costs are high!

Teach your child to be prepared and on time to each rehearsal or lesson.

Provide private instruction!

Make faithful attendance at all band activities important.

Notify the teacher if the student is to be absent for rehearsals or lessons...

Attend booster meetings, concerts, games, and contests



THE BAND BEATITUDES

e Blessed are they who play with spirit, for theirs will be a band with style.

® Blessed are they that listen, for they shall have good intonation.

® Blessed are they who follow the conductor, for they shall obtain precision.

e Blessed are they with pure tone, for they shall be a credit to their band.

e Blessed are the sincere players, for they shall be called artists.

e Blessed are they, which practice righteously, for they shall achieve perfection.

® Blessed are they, who do hunger, and thirst, for good music, for they shall be satisfied.

e Blessed are they who play with good posture and deep breath, for their instrument
shall be filled.

® Blessed are the fine bands, for they will inherit a glorious tradition.

Why Music?

Music is a Science. 1t is exact, specific, and demands exact acoustics. A conductor's score is a chart, a graph that
indicates frequencies, intensities, volume changes, melody, and harmony all at once and with the most exact control of
time.

Music is Mathematical. 1t is rhythmically based on the subdivisions of time into fractions which must be done
instantaneously, not worked out on paper

Music is a Foreign Language. Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or French: and the notation is certainly not
English -- but a highly developed kind of shorthand that uses symbols to represent ideas. The semantics of music is the
most complete and universal language.

Music is History. Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creation, often even the country and/or racial
feeling.

Music is Physical Education. 1t requires fantastic coordination of fingers, hands, arms, lip, cheek, and facial muscles in
addition to extraordinary control of the diaphragmatic, back, stomach, and chest muscles, which respond instantly to
the sound the ear hears, and the mind interprets. Add marching to this, and the physical demand increases 100%.

Music Develops Insight and Demands Research.

Music is all these things, but most of all... MUSIC IS ART. It allows a human being to take all these dry, technically boring
(but difficult) techniques and use them to create emotion. That is one thing science cannot duplicate: Humanism,
feeling, emotion, call it what you will.

That is why we teach music!

Not because we expect you to major in music,

Not because we expect you to play or sing all your life,

But-  soyou will be human
so you will recognize beauty
so you will have something to cling to so you will have more love, more compassion, more gentleness,
more good - in short more life.



THE CLOVER HIGH MARCHING BAND is a course offering of the CHS band program and the most

visible and active of the performing groups, giving approximately 20 performances a year including football games,
competitions, and parades. This class meets every day during 34 or 4th block 1st semester. Students in band at Clover
High School are required to march.

ATTENDANCE

All band members are required to attend all scheduled rehearsals and performances unless excused by the Director.
Coordinate band with school and outside activities! Most band performances are listed on the Fall Schedule, but
occasional extra rehearsals and/or performances may be added during the season. Few exceptions are made in the
policy of requiring members to make all rehearsals and performances. The following apply when dealing with
attendance:

1. Be present for all rehearsals and performances.
2. Be prompt for all functions. (Remember: "To be early is to be on time. To be on time is to be LATE!'!") There is
no excuse for arriving late for a performance. Any student who has an unexcused tardy for a performance or is
late from 3rd quarter break (during football games) will lose privileges and may have their grade lowered.
3. All absences from practices or performances (except in extreme emergencies) must be excused in advance.

The only absences that are considered excused are:
e [liness of a band member.
e Death in the family
e Wedding

In case of illness or emergency, PARENTS should contact the Director in person or by phone. A note from the
parent or doctor must accompany the student upon return. Abuse of this will not be tolerated. Emergencies only!!

4. “NO SHOWS” TO REHEARSAL - A “no show” is defined as an absent student that cannot be accounted for due to
lack of a phone call or simply cutting rehearsal. In such a case, the student will receive a “0” grade for each
absence incurred and will lose the opportunity to participate in the next performance by the band. For marching
band, an alternate may be placed in the empty spot. This decision will be made by the director based on what is best
for the entire group.

5. MISSED PERFORMANCE - Students that miss a performance due to an unexcused absence and/or NO SHOW
will have a grade consequence, and disciplinary action within the band program and/or CHS.

6. Requests for absence because of other events, such as weddings, etc., must be presented to the Director in
writing /email at least one month prior to the event for the absence to be excused.

7. Unexcused absences from rehearsals may result in the student being pulled from the next performance, multiple
performances, or permanent alternate status for the remainder of the marching season. Repeated offenses will
result in dismissal from participation in the marching band. Any unexcused absence also will lower a student’s
grade by one letter.

8. All band members are required to attend band camp. Please notify the director immediately if there are any issues.

9. Members should try to avoid planning vacations during band camp. Marching band schedules are given out in
well in advance to help with this planning

11. Marching band is a performance-based organization, and we will march in a light rain or drizzle as long as lightning

is not present and/or will be inside. ALWAYS BE PREPARED FOR THE WEATHER!! Always report as scheduled!

For ALL absences, the following procedure should be followed by all students/parents:

Director must be notified in advance (when possible).

For iliness, a parent note, or doctor’s excuse must be submitted.

Although cleared by the school office, absences from a band activity that same day must be cleared with the director as
well.

In extreme cases, a phone message may be left on the band office phone, WITH a follow-up personal call.

Follow-up is the sole responsibility of the student.

The above policy is self-explanatory regarding what is excused.
Please do not call and say, “Please excuse...” if the excuse does not fall within the policy
Miscellaneous Attendance Policies
a. Students may not miss band class or practice to take a test, help another teacher, go to a club meeting, go to the library, etc.
Please schedule this before school, during lunch or on a non-rehearsal day.
b. Ifyou are well enough to come to school, you are well enough to play your instrument. If you cannot play due to a mouth
injury, you must have a note from your parents.
c. A student who is too sick to perform at an event (football game) may not show up to watch in the stands.
d. Please do not use parents as an excuse for being late, please allow an appropriate amount of time to get to practice.



CONFLICTS WITH BAND

Conflicts between band and other activities or events are the responsibility of the student. Rehearsal and performance schedules are
given out in advance so that arrangements can be made. Students should avoid becoming involved with activities that may directly
conflict with band activities. When outside activities create hardships concerning band, unless it is a rare and unusual situation that
may only happen once, the student will need to consult with the director about alternatives that may be possible. Students should
have a calendar book and be aware of all band dates well ahead of schedule. It is the policy of the band to assist students when
conflicts occur within the scope of the band policy. Students are reminded that band is a demanding activity and that involvement in
outside activities during marching season should be limited to those that are compatible with the band schedule. All conflicts
regarding performances must be worked out in favor of the student’s responsibility to band. Work is not an excuse for missing

any band activity.
CONDUCT and Consequences

1. All students shall always conduct themselves in a manner that would become a member of our organization.

2. Each member will always show respect and courtesy to Directors, Instructors, and Band Leadership Members.

3. The possession or use of any alcoholic beverages, tobacco in any form, vape/synthetic smoke items, controlled substances
(drugs) or pornographic materials of any kind will not be tolerated while participating in any band activity. Possession is just as
great an offense as consumption. Students found in violation will be suspended, and/or removed from the program and
disciplined according to school guidelines.

4. All CSD/CHS/NGC school policies must be always followed in the Clover Band Program. If a student breaks school rules and

regulations in other classes/activities, it will result in proportional consequences in the Clover Band Program. One of our core

values is that we are ambassadors for our school and community, and we represent more than ourselves with our behavior,
performance, and actions.

a.  Students that have School referrals, ISS, OSS, or any other disciplinary action that administration has been involved
in, will result in a conference with the Band Director(s). During the conference the proportional band consequence
will be determined such as, but not limited to suspension from practice, suspension from performance or multiple
performances, removal from leadership role, additional punitive responsibilities, cleaning/work crew duty, service
projects. Depending on the severity of the situation, students may be suspended from the program for an extended
period (semester/year) and/or indefinitely. The Honor Code is the demonstration of being part of something larger
than oneself and serves as an integral part of who we are as members of the Clover Band Family. When choices are
made that reflect poor behavior/choices by the membership, it must also have consequences.

b. Ifthe event that student is suspended from is a graded performance, an alternative assignment will be provided for
student to receive a grade.

NO TALKING while rehearsal is in progress.... This includes the practice field.

No vulgarity, misconduct, or obscenities will be tolerated.

Do not play individually during rehearsals or while in the stands at ball games.

DO NOT play ANY wind or percussion instrument other than your own or the instrument assigned to you.

Appropriate clothing and shoes must be always worn while on school property and attending school-sponsored activities.

Clothing advertising alcohol, tobacco products or obscene phrases or symbols will not be permitted. (Remember: You are

representing our school, and you are only as good as you look!!!)

10.All band members are expected to help and assist in the protection of school equipment. This means all equipment whether it is
assigned to you or not!!!

11.All students driving cars to rehearsals and performances will always observe safety and courtesy. Please keep speeds in the
parking lot at posted limits. NO HOT RODDING!!!!

©oNOO

SOCIAL MEDIA

Clover HS band students are expected to represent themselves and our program with the highest standards of civility and respect. This should be true in the
online space as well as the real world.

1. Do not post any negative comments about any other student or group at CHS on any social media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat,
etc.) or internet posts.

2. Do not post any negative comments about any other school’s ensembles on any social media or internet posts.

3. Any actions committed that are detrimental to the reputation of CHS or the CHS Band Program including inappropriate or illegal behavior
documented in photography, video, internet or phone threats (including text messages) will be reported to CHS administration and/or result
in suspension or removal from the program.

4.  Students may (anonymously) report anything they see/feel is inappropriate to the directors.

5. Remember that anything you do on the internet is public and permanent. If you wouldn’t say it in the band room during rehearsal or know the
directors would consider it inappropriate, don’t put it online.

REHEARSAL/PERFORMANCE

1.  Report to the band room/stadium area at least 10-15 minutes before appointed time.

2. Attendance will be taken at appointed time, and members are to be in their designated areas prior to roll call. Tardiness or absences may affect your
grade and will trigger other punitive actions.

3 Stay in the band room/designated area. Do not wander around school grounds. (Off-limits area violation)

4.  NO friends or relatives in school buildings without approval of the Director.

5 Directions from Drum Major and other bandleaders will be respected and always followed. Remember that it is a tremendous responsibility, and
your cooperation is expected and required!

6.  Band Officers/Leaders are appointed positions and are a direct extension of the Directors and Instructors. They should always be treated with
respect.

7. When "ATTENTION/SET" is called, all members will immediately come to attention and stop talking.
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GRADING POLICY
Grades are assigned for the band class and any activity that is considered co-curricular. Most performances will fall
outside of the school day.

Major Grades: 60% Minor Grades: 40%

Students must attend all functions as required by the band director. (Rehearsals, Competitions, Sectionals, FB
games, etc.) A band syllabus/pass-off sheet will be handed out at the beginning of the semester. Students are
responsible for all assignments, including pass-offs and recorded examples of performance.

MUSIC PASS-OFFS

To pass-off assigned material, the player must successfully demonstrate to the director/designated Staff, and/or smart
music for his /her ability to perform the music. Every note and rhythm must be accurate, though standards will be
adjusted to fit the level of the musician. For example, a freshman AFTER WORKING HARD may be able to play an
assignment note perfect and up to tempo, but with weak intonation, poor tone, and style. The flaws would be pointed
out to the individual but would be passed off. On the other hand, a senior might have done VERY LITTLE WORK, but still
could play the assignment note perfectly, up to tempo, with better tone, intonation, and style, and still be asked to go
back and perfect the assignment. The use of SMARTMUSIC allows the winds players to get immediate feedback on
missed items when they submit. They are also allowed to submit multiple times. The Pass-Off deadlines for each
section of the show will be posted in the band room and updated during marching season.

*Students will have proportional consequences/incentives for meeting and/or not meeting the pass off deadlines. .
Remediation will be offered to help any student who is having trouble with passing off their music.

UNIFORMS

1. Each member will be issued (1) a complete set of uniforms for the marching season. (Full Dress Uniform & Summer Uniform)

2. Appropriate uniform and accessories will be worn at all performances. Full uniform will be always worn unless
otherwise instructed by the Director. Full uniform includes shoes, socks, bibbers, band t-shirt, jacket, gantlets & hat.
Members will be allowed to remove their hats and un-fasten their top collar in the stands during the game.

3. AT NO TIME SHOULD A MEMBER BE FOUND PARTIALLY IN UNIFORM! (No un-zipped jackets or bibbers are allowed at any time.)

4. Each member will be financially responsible for any damage to his/her uniforms due to neglect.

5. Any member found abusing a uniform will be reported to the principal and his/her parents immediately. This is
considered vandalism of school property and will be treated as such.

6. Only approved black marching band shoes will be allowed while in uniform. (Purchased by a student from the band!)

7. Band T-shirts or other approved shirts will be worn under a band coat at all times. (Provided with Uniform!)

8. Complete uniform will be checked before each performance. (INSPECTION) Inappropriate dress will not be
permitted and students will be removed from the performance and your grade will suffer.

9. A Detailed guide for Hair/Piercings/makeup will be provided each season. ALL hair will be put-up under hats
for marching band performances. (MALES/FEMALES) NO EXCEPTIONS! This is a competition ruling. NO
JEWELRY of any kind will be allowed on the field. This is also a competition ruling. (This includes any facial body
piercing!) Hair Color Must be “A” Natural hair color - even if it is not YOUR natural hair color. NO Blue, Green, Extreme Red,
Purple, or anything that isn’t A NATURAL color. Please see a director with questions.

10.PRIDE prevents Clover Band members from marching in wrinkled uniforms. The uniform will be issued on a special
hanger. Hang pants on the creases when you put uniforms in the garment bags.

11.Uniforms will be stored on issued hangers: pants properly hung and the uniform bag over jacket and hat in the
issued box. Uniforms will be stored in the CHS band room on the approved racks.

12.All students will store their uniform away properly after every performance. Failure to do so will result in laps and a
grade reduction.

SUMMER UNIFORM
The summer uniform is used due to the extreme heat in August and September. The band director will always state
which uniform is to be worn at a specific performance.

The summer uniform will consist of:

-Athletic band shorts

-Game Day (Grey) band shirt

-Short white socks and athletic shoes (or) Black socks and Black Band Shoes



BUS PROCEDURES & RULES

The following guidelines have been established to make all bus trips with the Clover Band as pleasant and safe as possible. Please
remember that these guidelines are for your benefit and protection and students refusing to abide by these guidelines face
immediate disciplinary action.

1. All students must ride designated buses to and from all band events. A student may be allowed to return from an event with
his/her parents only with prior notification and approval of the Directors. Because of school liability a student may only leave
with a parent or legal guardian. (Riding with friends, boyfriends/girlfriends will not be permitted!!!)

2. Bus assignments will be posted prior to departure. Buses will be checked before leaving, after stops, and before coming home.
Students will sign-up for buses at the beginning of the season. Bus assignments will not change.

3. Loading order will be determined by the Director(s)(Please sit (2) to a seat!)

4. All students must remain seated while the bus is in motion, and no one is allowed to put any body part out the window at any
time. (Department of Motor Vehicles rule!) Members should always stay in seats and follow the directions of the Directors,
Officers, and Chaperones.

5. Parent chaperones have ultimate authority on all buses without a director or staff member. Please respect their authority and
follow their instructions. Failure to do so will result in immediate disciplinary action.

6. Please leave front seats, (1) back seat and (1) seat in the middle of the bus completely empty for directors, staff, and parent
chaperones.

7. Students will be allowed to sit wherever they like on the bus unless their behavior becomes inappropriate. Couples will be
separated if their conduct becomes inappropriate. Public Displays of Affection are prohibited on all buses. (The chaperone on
your bus will inform you if you are breaking this rule! Please use good judgment and decorum and always conduct yourselves like
nice ladies and gentlemen.) Failure to abide by this rule will force the separation of males/females on the bus for the

remainder of the year!
8. NO ONE IS ALLOWED TO SIT IN THE BUS DRIVER’S SEAT AT ANYTIME!

9. NO ONE IS ALLOWED ON THE BUS WITHOUT A CHAPERONE OR STAFF MEMBER PRESENT!

10. No food or drink will be allowed on the bus unless approved by the directors/ chaperones and bus drivers in advance.
11. Only personal media players with headphones are allowed on the bus.

12. All buses will be cleaned before anyone is allowed off the bus. Please make sure you check the under-bus storage area.

“NO-TALKING ZONE”

The Clover Band observes a “No-Talking Zone” while riding buses when we are crossing railroad tracks, are on any school
property, and/or enter the city/town limits of our destination. (This rule applies to football games and competitions!) The
directors, staff, chaperones and bus drivers will notify you when we enter the “Zone”. Once entering the “Zone” please begin
preparing mentally for the upcoming performance and/or listen closely for instructions. “Zone” will remain in effect until we leave
the school campus, are set in the bleachers for a football game, or have finished performing at a competition. Violation of the “Zone”
will not be tolerated!

HOTEL SITUATIONS

Parents and students will be responsible for paying for any incurred charges, including lost room keys.

Rooms are to be always locked.

There will be no one of the opposite sex in your room, unless accompanied by a chaperone - this is CSD policy!

Please refrain from playing instruments in the room.

All school rules will be enforced on trips.

All students should realize that any personal desires or uniqueness may have to be put aside for the duration of the trip to
facilitate large group control and management.

7. No one is to leave the hotel alone. Any student found leaving without permission will be dealt with severely.

8. Profanity is not a part of our organization! Make sure your language is not offensive.

9. Band members are expected to be at the right place, at the right time, ready to go!

SR WN =

MUSIC & OTHER SUPPLIES

1. Band members will show concern for the care and protection of "our" music for others to use or reuse.

2. Lyres and Flip Folders will be provided to all wind players at no cost. Lost lyres will cost $20 and lost flip folders will cost $20. It
is the band member’s responsibility to keep up with his/her music, flip folder & lyre.

All band members are to have all music assigned to them with them at rehearsals and performances.

Supplies such as reeds, valve oil and ligatures are available in the band office for purchase. Students purchasing reeds will be
required to purchase a minimum of (2) reeds at a time. It is strongly suggested that students purchase reeds by the box to save
money.

Valve oil is only available by the bottle. $6.00

Students will be allowed to purchase supplies on credit as long as the privilege is not abused.

Students are required to pay off their balances by the end of each semester before any further credit is allowed.

Students who do not have the required materials for class will lose points from their grade.

B ow
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FOOTBALL GAMES

All home games will begin at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise directed.

Instructions for the band assembly time will be given several days before each game. Call time is normally 5:30p.m.

Anyone with instruments or equipment, including Colorguard should report 15 minutes earlier than call time

Members will be instructed where to sit. Stay in your section; do not move to other sections.

We will only play as a group in the stands. DO NOT PLAY until directed...Listen/Watch the Directors/Drum Majors

All members must stand while playing.

No drinks, gum, candy, etc. in the stands during games. Water is allowed.

Only approved band hats will be allowed in the stands!

Members will always be responsible for care and maintenance of instruments. Do not put your instrument down where it might
be damaged, especially school-owned instruments, i.e. percussion, tubas, etc.

10.No friends are permitted to sit with the band during ball games. This is for your own protection.

11.Restroom privileges must be kept to a minimum. The Directors and/or Drum Majors will grant permission.

12.All students will assist with cleaning up the stands area before being dismissed.

13.All students should plan to have their rides at the stadium by no later than 10:15pm for home games. Return times for away
games will be posted in advance.

COoONOOTRrWN =

THIRD QUARTER BREAK

This should always be considered a privilege. If given, members are reminded that they still represent our band and school and
should conduct themselves appropriately. When asked to return to the stands, ALL members must be ready to play at a moment's
notice. Tardiness by anyone may result in the forfeiture of break at the next game. (Members should return to the stands and be
ready to play at the scheduled time..WATCH THE CLOCK!!!)

COMPETITIONS

Competitions are special events where we get to perform for a sophisticated audience and very competent judges.

WE ARE THERE TO DO OUR BEST. If we do our best, then everything will take care of itself. All parents are encouraged to attend
competitions and support the band. Students may use the band phone to call following a trip.

1. All school and band rules and guidelines are in effect at competitions.

2. Marching band competitions always occur on Saturday. You will be given a list of the competition dates as soon as we have
determined which ones we will attend.

3. Work conflicts are NOT an excused absence from competitions. (WE CANNOT MARCH HOLES!!!)

4. ALL CLOVER BAND performances are considered required attendance. If an unavoidable conflict or emergency arises, contact
the Director IMMEDIATELY!! DO NOT WAIT TO INFORM THE DIRECTORS AT THE LAST MINUTE!!!

5. Directors or Band Captain/Drum Majors will post departure and return times. Arrival times back at CHS will be adhered to as
much as humanly possible.

ALTERNATES/]JV BLOCK

All Students in the Clover Band are part of the Clover Band! One for All and ALL for ONE. Alternates/JV Block members are members
of the Band Program and serve an extremely important role in the marching band. There is a plethora of reasons why a student may
be in the ]V Block/Alternate status such as the following reasons. It is inevitable that some band members will be out sick for several
days, a few may choose to leave the program, and others may not comply, or be able to meet marching band obligations in full.
Students may still be developing skills and need extra help in visual and/or musical areas. There is also the instrumentation of the
ensemble to consider when we design our competitive and game day shows. For our ensemble sound to be its best, we must think
through and make decisions about numbers based on how we create a balanced ensemble sound. Alternate/]V Block members are
extended ALL the same privileges as a regular member with the exception of having a more variable position in the competition
show drill. They will have a JV drill spot that is designed to help them learn in a scaffolded manner as they continue to develop. As
show opportunities present themselves, they may be offered the opportunity to support the show in other ways to help enhance the
overall show. Alternates will travel to every event requiring the full band, participate in all performances non-competitive, and
otherwise. On competition days, alternates will help with necessary logistics and/or play show music from the sideline during the
band’s performance unless otherwise directed by staff/directors. A student’s performance status is at the discretion of the directors,
as they serve as the expert. Status is determined by participation in the Band Spring Training. Directors/Staff will work through
visual and musical skills and explain to students the main areas that are the cornerstones of what we are looking for and the variable
levels of skills. During Pre-Camp/Early Band Camp days, the staff will continue evaluating the students before assignments into the
competitive drill and/or JV drill are decided. The Directors and staff will have a reference rubric for skill sets and students who are
in the developing categories will be given careful considerations before decisions are made. If the students are being assigned
through instrumentation considerations, the staff will also discuss if there are opportunities for students to play/perform in needed
areas of the program. (IE: Alto vs Tenor or Bari, or Baritone vs. Tuba, etc.). While these policies do have areas that serve for punitive
reasons, most of the students in the Alternate/]V category are not in it for punitive reasons.
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FALL COLOR GUARD

1. Color guard is an integral part of the total marching band. Members of the Color Guard may or may not be regular members of
the band. Auditions and selections will be conducted in April or May. NO SPOT IS GUARANTEED!!!

2. Color guard members will attend ALL rehearsals of the regular band OR rehearsals deemed necessary by the Director and
Instructor. There will also be additional practices for the color guard above and beyond normal band practice.

3. Band fees do not cover hairpieces, make-up or other “additional” items needed/required by the colorguard. These items will be
in addition to any band fees and will be the responsibility of the student. As always, every effort will be made to keep cost to a
minimum.

4. Hair must be pulled back out of your face, including your bangs!

5. Guard members must have tennis shoes and socks on at all rehearsals. Shoes need to provide support and comfort.

If these expectations are not met by all members of the ensemble, those causing the problems will be removed, with no refund.

BAND CAMP

Band camp is held each summer about 2-3 weeks before school starts. These camp weeks enable the band to start the year as an
impressive performing group. During band camp the band learns its competition field show. Specialists in each instrument
classification are provided to assist and provide more individualized instruction. It is extremely important for all members of the
band to take part in this event. These two-weeks of intensive training are worth two months of after school rehearsals. A successful
and fully attended band camp enables the band to practice only a few days rather than every day and Saturdays. There is time
available for each student to be instructed in the basics and fine points of marching and playing. It also provides the opportunity for
the new player to become an integral part of the performing group and to develop good social relations. Band Camp is a great deal of
work but fun as well.

PLAN YOUR VACATIONS AROUND CAMP! A non-refundable deposit is required before school is out. Students must go to camp to be in
the field show. Please see the director immediately if you have a problem.

BAND ROOM RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. Band room hours: M-F 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

2. DONOT PLAY ANY INSTRUMENT THAT DOES NOT BELONG TO YOU OR IS NOT ASSIGNED TO YOU WITHOUT SPECIFIC
PERMISSION FROM THE DIRECTOR. Do not lend your instrument to anyone.

3. Do not bring friends or relatives into the band room or office without approval. Ask them to wait outside.

4. Do not use stereo or TV without permission.

5. All instrument cases should be clearly labeled with name, address, phone, and school.

BAND OFFICE:
a. Students are not to enter the Band Office without permission.
b. Do not use the office telephone without permission.
C. Do notsitat the desk or in the Director's chair.
d. Do not open any desk drawers, boxes, files or repair facilities without specific approval of the Director.

NOTE!

Students should inform parents of all performances’ departure and return times. Please arrange for your
transportation to arrive in a TIMELY fashion. Do not wait until we get back to call or find your parents. Remember that
Mr. Langdale, Mrs. Wyatt, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Turner, & Ms. McCarter all have homes and families too and would like to get
there as soon as possible. Parents, please note that we cannot legally give your child a ride home except in emergencies.
It is very frustrating for us to sit in the parking lot for hours with one student waiting on a ride home.
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WINTER PROGRAMS

The Winter Ensemble programs (Winter Guard & Winter Percussion) are a vital part of the total band program
experience at Clover High School. These programs are offered primarily as a means for color guard & percussion
students to continue to develop their skills during the winter months for the upcoming marching band season. While
any band student may participate, the primary purpose of these groups is to strengthen the guard and percussion
programs. The following are general rules for participation in the CHS Winter Ensemble Programs. The instructors may
have other requirements in addition to these for being members of a winter ensemble group.

1. Only Clover High School students and the middle schools that feed into Clover High School will be eligible to
participate in the CHS Winter Ensemble Programs. The instructors reserve the right to invite middle school students
to be a part of a high school winter ensemble. (Those students in CMS/OMS Band classes must be allowed by the
Directors of CMS/OMS to participate in winter groups)

2. Itshould be understood that students are expected to remain on their primary instrument/skill position
during the fall & winter seasons. Occasionally students may be allowed to change instrument/skill positions, but
the final decision will always be made with the idea that the Director of Bands will do what they feel is best for the
band program, not the individual students. All Director of Bands decisions on this are final and are not open for
discussion or debate.

3. Students who participate in a winter ensemble will not be allowed to “switch” to a new instrument or position in the
marching band the following year without permission. The CHS winter ensemble's purpose is not to train any
student to switch from their primary instrument.

4. Winds & percussion students who participate in a winter ensemble must be enrolled in a band class during 2nd
semester. Students with a legitimate course conflict will be allowed to participate with director approval.

5. Percussion & color guard members will always have priority over wind players for being included in these
ensembles. The winter ensemble instructors will make all final decisions for membership in these groups. Their
decisions will be final.

6. Students will only be allowed to participate in 1 winter ensemble group during 2n semester. This eliminates any
possible conflicts and allows for academic responsibility.

7. All winter ensemble participants are required to maintain a “B” average in their respective band classes in order to
participate in the winter ensembles.

8. To participate in a CHS Winter Ensemble a student must not have more than $250 in debt to the Clover High Band
Booster Club. All debts must be below $250 by December 1st or a student will not be allowed to participate in any
winter ensemble without director approval/permission.

9. All wind & percussionists are “required” to audition for region band to be eligible for participation in the winter
ensembles unless excused by a director.

10.Percussion & color guard Students wishing to be section leaders/captains must participate in their respective winter
ensemble to be eligible for a leadership position in the fall. This is no different than the Region Band/Solo &
Ensemble requirement.

11.1t is expected that color guard & percussion students will participate in their respective winter ensembles so that
their training and development can continue throughout the entire year. Students will not be allowed to participate
in a winter ensemble if they were not in the fall program without specific director approval.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

One of the most important aspects of the CHS Band program is student leadership. The band director is merely an
advisor who focuses the intensity of student leadership into an effective motivational and organizational package.
Without a large group of mature, intelligent, loyal and energetic leaders, our band program would not be able to
function. Students are constantly evaluated each year on their potential to become leaders. Normally this process
begins with a workshop in the spring in addition to applications/essays and an interview. Decisions about leadership
will be solely with Directors on what is best for the band program.

COMPLETER CORDS

Band Students may earn a “completing cord” to wear at graduation if they successfully finish 4 years in the Clover band
program with at least 8 semesters of either a concert band class or marching band class. Color Guard members may
also earn a cord if they participate in marching band & winter guard all 4 years in high school. Students who do not
complete 4 full years as a member of the program are not eligible to be considered completers.
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FUNDRAISING

The Clover High Band Booster Club is the financial backbone of the band, and without the majority of the parent
participation, the band could not exist. Parents and students are strongly encouraged to participate in all fundraising
activities. Many trips are funded by the organization. However, some expenses for longer trips will require students
being responsible for some or all costs involved. More information is shared regularly through communication avenues
and our website. Of course, the Booster club welcomes any donations! Please contact the Directors if you know of
someone wanting to donate money or supplies to the band. Donations may also be sent to Clover HS Band Boosters -
1625 Hwy 55 E Clover, SC 29710.

FINANCIAL AID

Financial aid is available to any student who needs assistance. The parent should contact the director and discuss any
problems concerning finances. All communication is held in confidence. No student will be denied participation due
to financial problems, if an effort is made at fundraising.

PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are highly recommended to all band students. This is the single most musically beneficial experience
students are offered at Clover High School! The one-on-one approach allows students to move at a much faster rate
than in class. The benefits of private instruction go far beyond what can be accomplished in the classroom.
Responsibility, dedication, and discipline will be developed in each child. Student interest and commitment to the band
program and their instrument will greatly increase. The more involved students become the more fun they will have
with the entire band experience.

Private instructors guide students in preparation for Region and State auditions, Solo & Ensemble, concerts, college
scholarship auditions, and much more. A recent survey of students in the SC All-State Bands revealed that over
75% of those students earning a chair in the band were involved in lessons! In addition, the best band programs
in South Carolina have more students involved in private lessons.

If possible, the Clover Bands is going to provide ANY eligible student the opportunity to take private lessons at a
reduced cost or no cost at all. In order to be eligible, students must be in good standing with the band program. This
includes having all fees paid (or a prearranged payment schedule) and meeting the minimum quota for each fundraiser.
The purpose of this program is to provide ALL students in good standing with the opportunity to study, regardless of
financial status. Private lessons will begin at the end of October or the beginning of November.

LETTER/BAR REQUIREMENT
The goal of the Clover Band program is to earn the South Carolina Band Directors Association Outstanding Performance
Award each year. To that end, the requirements for a student to earn their letter/bar will support that goal. A letter or
bar is earned for the year when the following criteria are met:
1. The student was in Marching Band
2. The student was in a band class/percussion class or participated in color guard/winter guard full year.
3. The student maintained an ‘B’ average in all band classes he/she was enrolled in and was a member in good
standing with the program.
4. The instrumentalist must participate in Region Band Auditions & Solo & Ensemble.
a. Students who earn an All-State Call-back must attend the All-State audition
b. Students who earn a chair in the Region or All-State Band must participate in the clinic.
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HONORS CREDIT

Students who have accumulated two semesters of high school credit in band classes are eligible to receive honors credit
in band. Under the SC Uniform Grading Scale, courses with honors credit receive more weighting in calculating the
student’s cumulative GPA. Honors assignments will be in addition to those completed by all other band students. Once
a student is on the Honors Credit roll, their name cannot be removed. Students may request to be considered for
Honors Credit at the beginning of each semester.

To receive Honors Credit in Band, a student must meet all requirements of the college preparatory class plus
the following:

Fall Semester

Participate in a school approved private lessons (Minimum of 10 per semester)
During lessons students are expected to study:

The fundamentals of playing their specified instrument

Instrument specific repertoire

Region/All-State audition materials

Performance music

Prepare for the South Carolina Region/All-State Band audition.
Students will prepare to audition for the SC All-Region Band based on the following requirements:
e Major scales/Chromatic Scale
Instrument specific etude
Sight-reading
Instrument tone quality

Concert Attendance and Review

Students will attend three concerts of instrumental band music and turn in a written review. Concerts must be at the
high school level or above. College band concerts, high school choral concerts, student recitals, and professional
ensembles, such as the Charlotte Symphony, are examples of appropriate performances. Please see a director BEFORE
you attend a concert if you are unsure if it qualifies. Students will complete a concert critique form (with program
attached) to the director.

Spring Semester
Participate in a school approved private lessons (Minimum of 10 per semester)

During lessons students are expected to study:

The fundamentals of playing their specified instrument
Instrument specific repertoire

Region/All-State audition materials

Performance music

Prepare & Attend South Carolina Region/All-State Band Auditions

Students will audition for the South Carolina Region Band and receive a ranking. Students who receive a callback are
required to attend the All-State Band auditions. Students are expected to put forth their best effort for this audition.
The grade for this portion will be reflective of the audition score.

Attend South Carolina Region/All-State Band Clinic (if selected)
Students who earn a chair in either the Region or All-State Band are required to attend the clinic

Prepare and perform a piece for Solo and Ensemble

Students will prepare a solo piece of their choice to be performed at Solo and Ensemble. (Students must receive an
Excellent or a Superior rating to receive full credit for this event.) Students who participate in an ensemble but do not do a Solo will
receive % credit for this event.

Concert Attendance and Review

Students will attend three concerts of instrumental band music and turn in a written review. Concerts must be at the
high school level or above. College band concerts, high school choral concerts, student recitals, and professional
ensembles, such as the Charlotte Symphony, are examples of appropriate performances. Please see a director BEFORE
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you attend a concert if you are unsure if it qualifies. Students will complete a concert critique form (with program
attached) to the director.

CLOVER BAND MEMBER EXPECTATIONS

As we begin a new year, it is important that we have clear-cut expectations. Yes, [ expect you to be successful, and the tradition of the
program “exudes” nothing but success. With these high expectations come many policies and procedures that help us become
effective members of the team. The Law of Discipline versus Punishment states that discipline is strictly up to the student to
administer intrinsically. Punishment does not exist if discipline is adhered to. This should be our mantra for success!

Absences
IF THE SCHOOL EXCUSES IT, WE WILL EXCUSE IT. OTHERWISE, IT IS UNEXCUSED. EVERYONE IS A VALUABLE MEMBER OF THE
TEAM AND NEEDS TO BE HERE, ON TIME!

Tardiness for Rehearsal or Band Class

Roll will be taken for marching band will generally be taken on the field. Band Officers will record attendance/tardies during
marching season. Please make sure that you check with an officer if you are late before entering the band set.

Outside Rehearsal Consequence: (1) Lap for every 5 minutes you are late

Inside Rehearsal Consequence: Consult the school tardy policy. It will be handled the same way.

Horseplay

Rule: Do not use the band room facility as a playroom. Horseplay will not be tolerated in the band room.

Consequence: Detention will be served after school or during lunch (if the student so chooses) no more than two days following the
infraction. First Time - 20 minutes, Second Time - 45 minutes, Third Time - school detention.

Cellphones

Rule: Do not have cellphones out during rehearsal/class

Consequence: First time - Warning. Second Time - Cell Phone taken and held until the end of rehearsal/school day. Third time -
referral to the office for not following teacher instruction.

Appropriate Listening, When Someone Else Is Talking
It is expected that when a staff member is talking, that you address that person with your EYES and give them your full attention. We
believe that you should have enough self-respect that you would honor this request.

Inappropriate Talking
When a staff member is talking, you should not be talking. If another student talks to you at an inappropriate time, don’t respond.
They’ll get the message! When a director is on the podium... there is no talking.

ALTHOUGH THIS IS AN EXPECTATION, AN INABILITY TO COMPREHEND THIS CONCEPT WILL RESULT IN A CONSEQUENCE
COMMENSURATE WITH THE FREQUENCY OF TALKING.

Saying, “Thank You”
It is expected that when you encounter deeds of goodness, you say, “thank you!” This could be chaperones, band officers, other
members of the band, bus drivers, staff members, teachers, principals, AND PARENTS.

PROCEDURES
Procedures are how we do things, not rules, but there are consequences for not following them. This is just the way we do it.

Beginning class

Leaving your seat/position
Using Cell phones

Entering the classroom

Going to/from field

Class dismissal

Pass-off Music
Asking/Responding to questions
Passing in papers or music
Turning in fundraising money
Bathroom Visits/ Change Clothes
Lost & Found

Listening to PA Announcements
Fire Drill

Tearing Down Set

Cleaning bandroom

Entering the Band Office

When in Doubt

Three claps of the hand/ATTENTION = the class is silent
Raise your hand and ask for permission

NEVER during rehearsal. Phone will be confiscated.

Go directly to: Instrument/music/seat/warm-up
Quickly/Quietly (no playing instruments)

The Directors will dismiss, not the bell

To staff members or directors before the deadline.
Raise your hand

Pass to the left

Write appropriate info on envelope and put in drop box
Before class begins

Under the board/ thrown out 1st & 15t of the month
Everyone quiet

Go to the assigned area and remain as a class

Last group/ put your chair and stand up on the racks
Everyone helps!

Always KNOCK. Wait to be invited in.

Ask!
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CONSEQUENCES ARE WHAT THE STUDENT CHOOSES TO ACCEPT IF A RULE IS BROKEN!
If Better Is Possible, then Good Is Not Enough!

Clover High School
1625 Highway 55
Clover, South Carolina 29710

Dear CHS Band Member,

Congratulations on your decision to be a part of the Clover High School Marching Band! I'd like to welcome you
to one of the best performing organizations at Clover High School and in the state of South Carolina! I'm sure that you
will have an outstanding time being a member of the “Pride of Clover” and I look forward to seeing and hearing you at

football games, competitions and parades this year!

It must be understood, however, that with this decision comes a commitment to follow through with the process if
you agree to be a member. Selected students are obligated to complete their commitment by attending practices and
events and by representing Clover High School accordingly. This includes football games, marching band competitions
along with potential opportunities in the South Carolina All-Region & All-State Bands and the SCBDA Music
Performance Assessment Concert Festival. It is the expectation of Clover High School that students who are selected
for any of these honors commit their participation in these events regardless of other CHS activities scheduled for the
same time. Selected Students who do not attend these functions will not be allowed to participate in concurrent school

events.

Please make your decision to participate in this process with this understanding and thoroughly consider all

potential conflicts in which your decision may result.

Once again, congratulations on having this wonderful opportunity presented to you, and we wish you the best of

luck through the process.

Go Blue Eagles!

Donna Famis
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Clsever

CLOVER SOUTH CAROLINA

Letter of Mutual Consent

2025 CLOVER HIGH SCHOOL
“Pride of Clover”
Marching Band

Expectation Sheet

[ have read, understand, and will comply with all rules and procedures on the Expectations
Sheet. I believe that we are all responsible for making rehearsals run smoothly. I am willing
to do my part!

Uniform Contract

[ understand that I am personally responsible for the uniform items assigned to me, and that
[ will be charged for any parts that are lost or damaged due to neglect or abuse. I also agree
to take care of the uniform as directed. At the end of each game or competition I will see that
[ have all uniform parts assigned to me properly stored in the garment bag. [ will personally
get the bag checked off and will not assume responsibility for another band member’s
uniform. [ will report any missing or damaged items immediately. I understand that failure to
follow these rules will result in immediate disciplinary action.

Letter of Mutual Consent

[, the undersigned student, accept membership in the Clover High School Band and
understand that [ am responsible for all the policies as set forth in the Band Handbook. I fully
agree to carry out my responsibilities to the very best of my ability. If for any reason I do not
adhere to CSD/CHS or Band Policies, I understand that the Band Directors reserve the right
to enforce appropriate consequences. Consequences that could result but not limited to,
removal from performance(s), practices, ensembles, leadership, and/or the program.

(Student Name) Please print

(Student Signature) (Date)

I, the undersigned parent or guardian, have read and understand the policies as set forth in the Band
Handbook. I also grant full permission for my child to be an active member of the 2025-2026 Clover
High School Band. In addition, my child has full permission to attend all band functions. Furthermore,
I understand that I must meet all financial obligations.
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(Parent Signature) (Date)

DETACH AND RETURN TO DIRECTOR

19



